Beryllium 


Beryllium is an old element whose /uses' 


Uacovered only 


recently. It is the fourth lightest of the metal elements. Andrew Gahagan, 
American Indus rial 1st, accidentally discovered that if 2 $ of beryllium 
is added to copper or nickel the product is a very hard sort of "supszmstal”, 
Gahagan organised the Beryllium Corporation of America, then he attempted 
to patent his discovery he was aaased to loam that the Metal fc Thermit 
Oorp. (Chicago) had it patented and had exclusive American righto. {This me 19S9)« 

Cheeking up on Metal & Thermit Gtahagan found it to be the 
American branch of the astronomically largo Biemene trust, a German 
corporation whose total holdings appear to exceed those of the du$onts, 
ford and a couple of other large American corporations combined. Gahagan 
•Chi to Germany end succeeded in making a deal with them whereby he 
had sales rights to the Western Hemisphere, they took Europe, and both 
competed for the rest of the world. 

Soon Gahagaa get a request to stop off in England and confer 
with s gentlemen represented as a stockholder of Borryliua Corp., but 
watoaem to him as such. Upon talking to this guy in England Oehagan 
foun^ out that seas of the Berrylium Corp. stock had been bought through 
a dummy by the ehalxman of the board of the British armaamnts monopoly. 

Tickers { also, I believe, the largest English airplane manufacturers). 

***• fellow was also a director of thebank of England. He demanded that 
Gahagan have the provisions of his contract with Siemens changed ( There 
had been only two copies of the contract beside# his own, and this, to®, 
mystified Gahagan, who couldn't b©\ieve that the Germans had voluntarily 


told v secret to the British ) so that Gahagan could sell to the British, 
although Gahagan bolisved this would ba impossible he <^Lseovered, in a 



iat« conference with the Germans, at .ended by British representatives 
that, under threats of^lliegal^ confiscation by the British, the Germane 
backed down. At this point the story becomes very complicated. 

In his conference with the ehr* of Vickers Gahagan had been 
told that berryllim * would probably be the most important metal in the 

hext world war ." This, too, was 1929. 

/ 

Hearings were held on the berryllum industry in the VS by the 
so-called "Temporary National Economy CommAttee", better known as the 
Monopoly committee, on aonopolistio practises in the berryllum industry 
here in the OS, The investigation, due to the peculiar structure of this 
Committee, was carried^* by the Department of Justice. Tho hoaringe wore 
net soil cows rod, and I bellow# the full story, ehieh I don’t know yet, 
ha# newer been told. It was so important to the Hauls, however, that 
Hans Thomsen, then counsellor at their Bmbaeey, now Ambassador, attended 
thm in person on May 8 and 9, 1939. I have been in formed {and haven’t 

had an opportunity to check up) that ho actually signalled to witnesses 
during their testimony. 


Tho Gestapo figures in the story throughout. In Argentina 
in 1989 the Siemens representative was arrested When police discovered 
a plan for a Nani putsch. likewise ten the Siemens representatives in 
Belgium, Spain and just about all the Balkan countries have been connected 
with the Gestapo. Siemens got soma of the valuable "Jewish" property 
confiscated by the Nazis in Germany. 


My purpose la writing this incomplete memo is to see if you 

are interested in such a story if it turns out to be as sensational as 

ay brief investigation and the information I have received from members 

of the staff of the TS10 indicates it will bo. It’ll take about a week to 
‘ * «*M«. » 11» on tt. .Tailablo photo., .to. 



